European Community controls for high temperature testing of food contact materials.
High temperature testing above 121 degrees C is currently in accordance with national legislation, although amended Council Directive 82/711/EEC will include a framework of temperatures and times, the most stringent of which will require 2 h testing of materials and articles at 175 degrees C with olive oil. The background debate that preceded the establishment of this proposed framework is described, as well as the difficulties that were encountered over agreeing the appropriate testing for microwave susceptors. The further work that will be required for implementation (and will need to be undertaken by groups such as CEN) is outlined as are areas such as testing above 175 degrees C that may require consideration for future EC control.